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Five Smooth Stones Production Company
Makes ‘Neovangelistic’ Films

By Katie KUHELE

or Tishin Padilla, movies are much
F]im' than entertafinment. *1 ok
saved in a movie theater,” he said.

It was Memonial Day of 1998, “Fear and
Loathing in Las Vegas™ had just finished
playing and as the credits rolled, Padilla
wirpt,

“That movie was my life,” he sabd. “It's ba-
sically the story of these two guys who go to
Vegas and do drsgs 2.4 howrs 2 day. T eaw nry
life on the 2eveen. | couldn't bear it 1 Lot
horme and T just fell on my knees. God had
used a mowde b reach me.”

Film and television have played a major
robe in Padilla's 1ife. As a young boy, e was
“bounced from home 1o horme™ and “raised
by a tedevision 2et” He recognizes this soe-
nario has become more cormmon and would
like toase his medinm to impack r.i{"l'.i'|'.l'|[“:1hl'
success of Mel Gibson's “The Passion of the
Chrizt” recently served to comfinm his vision,

"W are callizd to go and make disciples. |
bedieve God haz called me to get them while
they are in front of the big screen,” he said.

Padilla g,l:.tlh:l.:l!l.'d froem Hunter Cﬂ“:;!!,l.‘
with a B.A. in Film Production and immedi-
ately heard the Lord telling him to move for-
ward, but not alone. He prayed, “Lord, the
fields are ready, but the laborers are few. You
are the Lord of the Harvest, send the labor
eTH."

He eventually partnered with David Rivera
oy faree thie Fve Sroootht Stones p!‘l!'nﬂlll.’ti.ﬂ]‘!
company. The two Bronx residents met at
Fordharm Manor Chirch. Rivera handbes
marketing and promotion and also serves as
assistant director,

Five Smooth Stones is a unique produc-
tic COETIsLITY whaose |:||,:-i|.-c‘li.1.'4,' i:q.l:-l,:-l.'ﬁuﬂh'nl.'ﬁ'
people with films that are metaphors of the
Gospel, Their productions are mainly used
o reach people cutside the Christian comn-
Rty

*I want to be very clear-we are Christians
whio make Glms,” gaid Padilla, = Christan
filvs already have & genre, but only a Christ-
1am aclienwee.”

Becawse o their unique vision of evangel-
(L3111 thr\-:_:ql:g]i MOV EEE, |II{'!|' terne narmed their
gtyle of film making, “necvangelistic.” This
vigion was horn becawse of a flm Padills
mace wiiile still a shedent at Hunter College.
The short film, Al You Can Eat”™ was the
kick off to his entire production company.

*The: film put a marror in front of viewers
faces,” he said.

The mavie tells the story of two hungry,
homelessz men who ask a passerly for food,
bhut are inst=d i'm,-'.-,:-l_':ﬂrd. with the FEible
Padilla explains that viewers ase usually
tumed off by the Bible at the beginning,
which automatically makes them experience
the film as one of the characters. One bommse-
bess man opens the Bible, while the other
doest. The slight twist at the end has pro=
woked the same reaction every time,

“FEveryone sees it and says, 'Oh you got
mee," says Padilla. “The “mirros” meakes view-
ers ask themselves, Which homeless man
arm 13 °

These are the kinds of questions Five
Smooth Stones wants to radse with their
films, The company has been asked to enter
film= in zeveral festivals and wanis o selze
any opportunity o challenge an andience,

daughter camping. After asking for direc-
tions, the father is misdivected and through
the inquisitivensss of his daughter, realizes
he has no meaningful direction (o offer her
in life. A preview of “The Map® is comrently
':u.'ll:l.p_ ;'rl.tl'l:ll.-e‘ﬂ.

Whhile Padilla has now heoomee an award-
winning director, he i= quick to say that Five
Smooth Stones is not moving foreard on tal-
ent and zeal alone, but on the anointing of
Croel,

“I believe that God has anoimted us o do
this,” he said, “We are calbed 1o a ministoy like
Joseph, We are called to a mimstry n
Egypt—the workd, Thiz is a serious call and
we halieve that we are following God into
Egypt. Pray for us.”

Tishin Padilla {foregreamsd) and David Rivera (background) are partreers in the Five Smecth Stones
Prochuction Cosn pasy,

]urﬂq{.nlppﬂf achedide -'-I'J- ve Smoall Sones’

prevines ﬂn:l'f.'lr:ﬁ':-lu'c-lh wisit

mpw,_ﬁ-,-.-.,.-lk'-.;:ulp_._‘.n;nu, Eive Smeootfs Stomes is als
available for church pressarations and panel dis-
ciizmons. For informeation, call (g17] 753-6667.

la hopes to create a DV D for church distribu-
tioan that can be used a8 a springbeand picoe
for evangelism.

Five Smooth Stones recently completed
anather flm entitled, “The Map.® IF's the sto-
ry of a weekend dad who atternpts 1o take his

IR 0IVUS FOR
" ANOPEN HOUSE
. JNNYACKAND
 MANHATTAN:
SATURDAY, JUNE 5
9:45—12:00 PM

TR T

e e -:‘.'-n-‘
isonamr K

i o R ot S0 LD T erlr

T "|r":1
:|:'|-'r

LISENSUHE PHEPAHA T}'E-'N
 POST DEGREE PROGRAMS
 MULTI-ETHNIC STUDENTBODY
SMALL CLASS SIZE BY DESIGN
FAITH/COUNSELING INTEGRATION
DISTINGUISHED LECTURESHIP SERIES
PSYCHOSPIRITUAL COUNSELING MODEL
EXTENSIVE ELECTIVES FOR SPECIALIZATION
ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE ON THE NCE
INTERDISGIPLINARY FACULTY o -rstnsosw-au

AGSC Distinguished
Lectureshi P Series

"Health and

Ht;almcr'

Rethmkmﬂ P
Sanctification” H




